
 

1 of 1 

 

 

 

 

Media release 

6 August 2015 – For Immediate Release 
 

Roadmap for Reform: Stronger Families, Safe Children 
 

The Centre for Excellence in Child and Family Welfare today welcomed the announcement of a 

comprehensive reform project to examine services for vulnerable children and families.  

 

‘I commend the Andrews Labor Government’s commitment to undertake such a wide-ranging 

project’, said Deb Tsorbaris, CEO. 

 

The Roadmap for Reform: Stronger Families, Safe Children project will examine the whole of the 

Victorian child and family services system, from prevention and early intervention through to out of 

home care.  

 

The number of children in out of home care is now almost 8,000, up by 79% from 4,300 a decade 

ago. Reports to child protection are up by 105% over the same period and approaching six figures 

and family violence reports are at record levels. Sadly, the number of Aboriginal children in out of 

home care is over 1,300 - an almost three-fold increase from 530 children in 2003-04, risking a 

second Stolen Generation. These growth figures point to the critical importance of providing better 

prevention and earlier support to vulnerable families. 

 

‘Parts of our Victorian community are clearly under huge stress and it’s vulnerable children that are 

affected most. These recent statistics tell the story only too clearly. But it’s so important we 

remember, behind each of those statistics is a child’s face, a child’s voice’, said Ms Tsorbaris.  

 

‘I look forward to the community sector’s active engagement in this whole of system, landmark 

project. The child and family sector is up for robust, evidence informed debate and discussion on a 

better way forward for the State’s most vulnerable children and families’, said Ms Tsorbaris. 
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