
SMALL STEP TOWARDS 
IMPROVED CARE FOR KIDS

The Centre for Excellence in Child and Family Welfare welcomes the Victorian Government announcement 
of new investment in out of home care and release of a five year plan for children in state care.

“This is a good start, but more, much more needs to be done across all arms of government to address the 
safety, stability and developmental needs of the most vulnerable children in state care. The recent revelations 
of organised paedophile gangs preying on these children in Victoria is an affront to all our values and the 
community is pleading for decisive action by the Government”, said Deb Tsorbaris, CEO at the Centre for 
Excellence. 

The Centre for Excellence is encouraged by Minister Wooldridge’s personal commitment to work towards 
decommissioning the single worker model in the coming years. “This is a most welcome commitment, 
however it is not clear how this will be achieved and the Centre looks forward to further discussions with the 
Minister and the department to achieve this aim.” said Ms Tsorbaris.

On our analysis less than $40 million of the package is new money. On current growth trajectories for out of 
home care the new money will be rapidly swallowed up in just meeting existing demand.  

“The economic and financial rationale is compelling for investment in vulnerable children. What has been 
lacking is robust, contemporary leadership by the Treasurer and officials responsible for the State’s finances. 
Money can be found for all manner of new projects such as new prisons and roads, but not it seems, for the 
State’s most vulnerable children. This has got to change.” said Ms Tsorbaris.

Welcome as today’s modest announcement is, much more investment is required in all forms of state care and 
the Centre for Excellence will be setting out the requirements in its forthcoming 2014 election platform. 

“I call on both Victorian political parties to ensure that the needs of the State’s most vulnerable children are 
front and centre in their upcoming election campaigns.” said Ms Tsorbaris.

The Centre for Excellence will be closely examining the Government’s Out of Home Care: a Five Year Plan 
also released today and the forthcoming Victorian Auditor General’s Report on residential care and will have 
more to say in the coming months.
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