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Out-of-home care to get third funding boost  

The Victorian Coalition Government is continuing its work to improve the lives of vulnerable 
children with the injection of an additional $91 million into out-of-home care, Minister for 
Community Services, Mary Wooldridge announced today. 

During the course of last year, there were more than 9000 abused and neglected children 
who were unable to live with their parents and required out-of-home care. This care is 
provided through a mixture of foster, kinship and residential placements and funded by the 
Victorian Government.  

Ms Wooldridge said that the Coalition Government is driving a wide-ranging and ambitious 
reform agenda to improve the lives of these and other vulnerable children. 

“Our reforms have been underpinned by an additional $434 million in funding in the Coalition 
Government’s first two Budgets,” Ms Wooldridge said.   

“I’m pleased to announce today that this year’s Budget will include a further $91 million over 
four years to continue our work in improving out-of-home care. 

“Both the Victorian Ombudsman and the Protecting Victoria’s Vulnerable Children Inquiry 
have emphasised the need for a strong focus on improving out-of-home care.  The Coalition 
Government is committed to doing that through the development of a five-year plan and this 
additional funding.” 

The funding will provide additional places in foster, kinship and residential care, more support 
for children with disabilities, complex needs, or challenging behaviours and significantly, will 
allow the statewide rollout of a therapeutic model of foster care, which dramatically improves 
placement stability and outcomes for children and their foster families.  

“The additional funding will substantially reduce the need for contingency or temporary 
placements that can see some of our most vulnerable children residing with temporary carers 
in motels or caravan parks and are not the best use of available resources,” Ms Wooldridge 
said. 

“The number of new therapeutic foster care places will be more than doubled to achieve 
state-wide coverage.  This enables us to continue our transition to rehabilitative models of 
care where carers receive specific, targeted support to help their foster children improve their 
emotional and educational stability and developmental outcomes.  This in turn contributes to 
fewer placement breakdowns and improved life outcomes.   
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“I am delighted that the Coalition Government’s third Budget will continue to significantly 
invest to improve the lives of vulnerable children and young people,” Ms Wooldridge said. 
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