
A NEW STRATEGY FOR ACTION FOR
VICTORIA’S VULNERABLE CHILDREN

The Centre for Excellence in Child and Family Welfare has today welcomed the State Government’s 
release of the Victoria’s Vulnerable Children – Our Shared Responsibility strategy.

The Centre is pleased to see that the strategy recognises the four essential components identified 
by the Protecting Victoria’s Vulnerable Children Inquiry Panel (The Cummins Inquiry), which are:

1. Identification of a definition of vulnerable children and young people 
2. Provision of a performance and accountability framework 
3. Designation of whole-of-government objectives and responsibilities.
4. Delivery of accountability structures to monitor implementation of the strategy.

The strategy’s key action areas align closely with the Centre’s priorities highlighted in the Sharing 
Social Responsibility position paper, which was submitted as part of the 2012 discussion paper 
process. The Centres paper established eight key priorities for the development of the Strategy, 
including a whole of Government approach, the development of a performance and accountability 
framework encompassing both Government and the community sector, local area based 
approaches to integrating services and progression towards self-determination by Aboriginal 
communities in relation to vulnerable children in their communities. 

The Centre is particularly pleased to see the commitment to court and law reforms through 
creation of legal institutions that are child-friendly in both decision making and decision making 
processes.

The Centre’s President, Angela Forbes, has welcomed the release of the Victoria’s Vulnerable 
Children - Our Shared Responsibility strategy, saying that “this will allow us to continue working to 
deliver improvements recommended in the Cummins Inquiry report. The Centre is committed to 
protecting Victoria’s vulnerable children, young people and families, and this strategy will help us 
by providing an improved strategic direction.”

The Centre looks forward to receiving more detail in Tuesday’s State Budget, and is committed 
to working with our member organisations, policy makers and the community sector to improve 
outcomes for vulnerable Victorians.
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